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SPONSORS INCLUDE:



I n  2 0 2 1 ,  a  n e w  c o m m u n i t y - d r i v e n

c o n c e p t  p l a n  f o r  S y m p h o n y  W o o d s

w a s  a p p r o v e d  t o  m a k e  o u r  l o v e l y

w o o d s  a  p l a c e  f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o

c o m e  a n d  e n j o y  n a t u r e  a n d  a r t .  

I n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  p r o j e c t

s p o n s o r ,  I n n e r  A r b o r  T r u s t ,  H o w a r d

E c o W o r k s  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  b e a u t i f u l ,

s u s t a i n a b l e  v i s i o n  f o r  t h i s

t r e a s u r e d  c o m m u n i t y  s p a c e ,  w h i l e

c r e a t i n g  g r e e n  j o b s  f o r  o u r

c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  s e c o n d

c h a n c e s  f o r  d e s e r v i n g  c i t i z e n s  t o

g e t  b a c k  o n  t h e i r  f e e t .  

T H E  C E N T R A L  P A R K
O F  C O L U M B I A
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T h e  c o n c e p t  p l a n  f o r  S y m p h o n y

W o o d s  i s  r o o t e d  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  T h e s e  5 1  a c r e s  o f

p r o t e c t e d  o p e n  s p a c e  i s  i n t e n d e d

t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  t o

s e r v e  a s  t h e  C e n t r a l  P a r k  f o r  o u r

c o m m u n i t y .  

T h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s

c o n c e p t  p l a n  i n v o l v e d  t h e

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n

l a n d s c a p i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f

b i o c h a r .



01 Tree Protection
The mature canopy of trees has an extensive root system; tree protection zones
were established around each tree and these areas were simply mulched.
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C O N S E R V A T I O N
L A N D S C A P I N G

A  c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s c a p e  o r  B a y s c a p e  i s

t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m o d i f y i n g  t h e  l a n d  i n  a

w a y  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y

s e n s i t i v e  d e s i g n  a n d  n o n - i n v a s i v e

n a t i v e  p l a n t s  t o  c r e a t e  a  d i v e r s e

l a n d s c a p e  t h a t  h e l p s  t o  p r o t e c t  c l e a n

a i r  a n d  w a t e r  a n d  s u p p o r t  w i l d l i f e .

C o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s c a p i n g  p r o v i d e s

b e n e f i t s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  c l e a n  a i r  a n d

w a t e r ,  s u p p o r t i n g  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d

s u p p o r t i n g  a  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l  a n d

h e a l t h i e r  h u m a n  e n v i r o n m e n t .

02
Soil Restoration
For the majority of the conservation landscaping area, the soil was decompacted
using a mechanical aerovator, it was top-dressed with 2” of compost and biochar
and then the soil amendment was worked into the soil using rakes and hoes 

03 Native Plantings
Dozens of species of native plants were planted throughout the conservation
landscaping area.

T H E  C O N S E R V A T I O N  L A N D S C A P E S
I N  S Y M P H O N Y  W O O D S  F O C U S  O N :  



B I O C H A R
U n i q u e  t o  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  b i o c h a r  a s  a

c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  s o i l  a m e n d m e n t .  L i k e  c o m p o s t ,

b i o c h a r  a d d s  o r g a n i c  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  s o i l  a n d

s u p p l i e s  t h e  p l a n t s  a n d  t r e e s  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t

n u t r i e n t s .  U n l i k e  c o m p o s t ,  b i o c h a r  c a n  l a s t  i n

t h e  s o i l  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  y e a r s ,  i t  g r e a t l y

i n c r e a s e s  w a t e r  r e t e n t i o n ,  i t  c a n  a c t  a s  a n

e f f e c t i v e  f i l t e r  f o r  w a t e r  p o l l u t a n t s ,  i t  c a n

r e d u c e  s t o r m w a t e r  r u n o f f  v o l u m e s  a n d  i t

s e q u e s t e r s  c a r b o n  i n  t h e  s o i l .
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Bed

B E D  S I Z E S
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17001

2

3

Tree protection
Area 

(square feet)

Conservation
Landscape Area

(square feet)

Total Area
(square feet)

32001500

540025002900

660 2670 3330

990 1650 26404

Total 66705260 11930

T O T A L  #  O F  P L A N T S  P L A N T E D :  5 1 8 6



N A T I V E  P L A N T S
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S H R U B S G R O U N D  L E V E L  P L A N T S
S U M M E R S W E E T

W I L D  G I N G E R

E P I M E D I U M

S W E E T  W O O D R U F F

S E D G E

R U S H

W H I T E  W O O D  A S T E R

S I B E R A N  B U G L O S S

A M E R I C A N  B U G B A N E

W I L D  G E R A N I U M

C O R A L B E L L S

B L U E  F L A G  I R I S

W I T C H H A Z E L

O A K L E A F  H Y D R A N G E A

V I R G I N I A  S W E E T S P I R E

M A P L E L E A F  V I B U R N U M

F A L S E  B L U E  I N D I G O

F O X G L O V E  B E A R D T O N G U E

L E O P A R D  P L A N T

G O L D E N  R A G W O R T

W O O D L A N D  P H L O X

M A Y A P P L E

B L U N T  M O U N T A I N M I N T

B L U E - E Y E D  G R A S S

Z I G Z A G  G O L D E N R O D

C E L A N D I N E  P O P P Y

F O A M F L O W E R

G O L D E N  A L E X A N D E R

(Penstemon digitalis)

This perennial plant attracts pollinators
like hummingbirds and bumblebees.
This species is a great bloomer in clay
loam soils with poor drainage.

(Baptisia australis)

This member of the pea family  is great for
pollinator populations like native bees.
Wild indigo also fixes nitrogen, making it
beneficial to other plants in its
surroundings.



T E S T I M O N I A L S
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O n  J u l y  2 8 t h ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s ,

p r o j e c t  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  d o n o r s  g a t h e r e d  t o

c e l e b r a t e  H o w a r d  E c o W o r k ' s  s u c c e s s f u l

p r o j e c t  a t  t h e  S y m p h o n y  W o o d s  s i t e .  I n

a d d i t i o n  t o  c r e w - l e d  t o u r s  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l

n e w  g a r d e n s ,  t h e  e v e n t  e n t a i l e d  a

w o n d e r f u l  s p e e c h  b y  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e

C a l v i n  B a l l ,  t o u c h i n g  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f

y o u t h  j o b s ,  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  a n d  o p e n  s p a c e .

E l l e n  F l y n n  G i l e s  ( p i c t u r e d  o n  t h e  r i g h t ) ,  a n

I n n e r  A r b o r  T r u s t  B o a r d  M e m b e r ,  s p o k e

p a s s i o n a t e l y  a b o u t  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s

p r o j e c t  t o  h e l p  w i t h  s t r e a m  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d

e c o l o g i c a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  T h e  t r a i l s  a n d

g a r d e n s ,  s h e  s a y s ,  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  t h e

i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  w h i l e  d r a w i n g  p e o p l e

i n  f r o m  t h e  h i g h w a y  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s .  

C h a i r  o f  t h e  C o l u m b i a  A s s o c i a t i o n  B o a r d  a n d

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o l u m b i a  A r t  C e n t e r  A d v i s o r y

C o m m i t t e e ,  J a n e t  E v a n s  ( m i d d l e )  i s  t h r i l l e d  t h a t

t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  f i n a l l y  c o m i n g  t o  f r u i t i o n ,  s i n c e

t h e  l a n d  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r u t i l i z e d  f o r  s o  l o n g .

J a n e t  e s p e c i a l l y  l o v e s  t h e  w e l c o m i n g  p e r e n n i a l

g a r d e n s  a n d  t h e  n e w  t r a i l s ,  w h i c h ,  s h e  s a y s ,  

 w i l l  m a k e  t h e  p u b l i c  s p a c e  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d

h e l p  p r e s e r v e  t h e  g r e e n  s p a c e .  


